Your Test
Drive Checklist
Have your eye on a great-looking ride? Our team has put together
this valuable checklist to help you prepare for your test drive.
Interior

Comments

Complete

1. Overall, do you like the way the vehicle looks on the inside?
2. Work the controls and instruments. Do you like their placement and
function? Make sure the controls are easy to reach and operate.
3. Look around at the upholstery. Does it look and feel good to you?
Consider fabric versus leather, versus simulated or synthetic leather.
4. Is the cargo/trunk space sufficient? Does it have easy access?
5. Look at the tires. Do you like the type and brand, or will you have
to change them?
6. Is there enough headroom?
7. Is there enough legroom? Check the front and back.
8. Do you want a sunroof?
9. Get in and out of the car. Adjust the seats. Are the seats comfortable?
Do you like their features (heat, automatic settings, lumbar support)?

Test Drive

Comments

1. Research the city and highway MPG for the model you want.
2. Drive the exact car model of the car you’re considering.
3. If you’re buying for power, test in real-world situations: highway merging,
passing, etc.
4. How does the car feel when you turn the wheel? Practice long
and short turns, sudden swerves, and smooth transitions.
5. How’s the sound system?
6. Pay close attention to how the car drives and responds. Ask any
questions you may have after the test drive, so you can fully
concentrate on its performance.
7. Try driving on a variety of roads—winding roads, city streets, hills,
and freeways—to feel how the car handles.
8. Test the brakes. Alternate between braking softly and aggressively.
9. Parallel park the car to check for blind spots.
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