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Ultimate Guide to 
Buying a Used Jeep
Shopping for your next car is a fun and exciting process. As a driver, you 
have the opportunity to see a vehicle up close at the dealership, check 
out the interior features and exterior design, and ask any questions to a 
knowledgeable sales representative. There’s even the chance to take the 
car for a spin during a test drive.

While finding your next car is fun, it’s a process you should know a little bit 
about before doing so. We’ve put together this Ultimate Guide to Buying 
a Used Jeep, to inform and educate you about what to look for in your next 
car, so you’re able to get the most out of your time spent at the dealership.

The Jeep brand has long been known for creating durable and reliable 
vehicles, particularly for those who enjoy a bit of off-roading fun or taking 
larger cargo along for a weekend adventure. Below, we’ll talk about 
the best ways to get behind the wheel of a Jeep Wrangler, Compass, 
Cherokee, Grand Cherokee, or other standout model. 
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Step 1: Create a Budget
It’s important to have an idea of how 
much you’re willing to spend on your 
next vehicle, and how it will fit into your 
lifestyle. So, the first step when buying 
a used car is calculating your budget.

Part 1: Going Over the Numbers
Create a spreadsheet or list of monthly income and expenses. You might want to 
consider how much money is in your bank account, but use caution when figuring 
how this will be added into your budget.

Use money that’s already been saved toward a down payment on a used car, to 
reduce monthly payments. Of course, that money isn’t a source of income, so keep 
it separate when breaking down the monthly budget. 

Key Terms
Income: The money you earn. Generally, this is from your paycheck at work, but 
can also come from interest or stock earnings. 

Expenses: These are the things you spend your money on, whether it’s groceries, 
monthly subscriptions, cable, gas, etc. Include an accurate list of the payments 
you’re making every month, then factor in “special occasion” items that may be 
made in the future, such as home repairs, a new appliance, paying for your child’s 
education, etc.

Surplus: The money left over after the expenses have been paid.

Deficit: If you’re spending more money than you’re bringing in, review 
your expenses to see where the deficit is coming from.

Part 2: Check the Results
Once you’ve put together a budget, you’ll want to go over the budget, to see if 
there’s any income left after monthly expenses. If so, you’ll have a surplus. A surplus 
is nice to have, but even balancing the budget is a positive step. You’ll want to avoid 
a deficit at all costs.
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If the monthly budget sees you break even or you’re dealing with a deficit, 
go through the expenses again to see if it’s possible to create leftover income. 
This could be as easy as using a coupon while shopping or cutting down on 
extra TV or internet packages.

After going over the extra cash you’ve saved, and the monthly expenses, you’ll 
have an idea of what a reasonable down payment and monthly payment may 
look like. Many auto dealers have online payment calculators, where you can 
adjust price, down payment, and terms to estimate these monthly payments.

Have a car you’re currently driving and considering trading it in? Get a value of 
your vehicle using an online trade-in tool from the reputable Kelley Blue Book®. 
That money can be applied to the purchase of your next car. A final trade-in 
value will always be provided in-person at the dealership.

Step 2: Have a Wish List
Once you’ve got a spending limit, having a wish list in mind of cars within 
your price range is important. With the work done during the first step, you 
don’t have to look at cars outside of your budget. A well-made wish list when 
it comes to a Jeep will cover interior amenities, technology, off-roading 
capability, and towing. 

There’s a chance some of the listings you’re looking at include certified 
pre-owned vehicles. Every Jeep has undergone a thorough 125-point inspection 
and reconditioning process using Mopar® parts. These cars are also backed by 
a 7-year/100,000-mile powertrain limited warranty, and come with 24-hour 
towing and roadside assistance.

Keep an Open Mind
It’s OK to remove a car from consideration before shopping the Jeep inventory, 
but it’s a good idea to keep an open mind about numerous models. A test drive 
can certainly go a long way. Sometimes, the vehicle you might not have at the 
top of your list in the beginning can jump to the top of the list by the end.
 

Step 3: Do Your Research
It helps to read reviews for each pre-owned Jeep model you have on your list. 
These reviews will go over vital information. It’s a good idea to read at least two 
reviews per vehicle. Reading only one opinion gives just one point of view, while 
multiple opinions can help remove biases and validate facts.
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If you read only one review, you might see that the reviewer mentions a lack of cargo 
space, which causes you to look at another Jeep model. But, if the reviewer was only 
talking about a family-friendly model and you’re just looking for enough space for 
trips to the store, the second review might mention things the first did not.

Step 4: Review Vehicle Specs
After looking over some of these reviews, it’s time to take a closer look at 
the dealership’s current inventory. By this point, you’ve hopefully been able 
to narrow down your search.

When looking at the listing for each car, go through the features and vehicle 
specifications. Check out critical items like mileage, technology, and convenience 
features. Late-model Jeep vehicles include the Uconnect® system, which allows 
drivers to unlock their car, play music and talk shows from satellite radio, and 
navigate to any destination using the available features inside the cabin. 
But each Jeep model offers different features and different touchscreen 
sizes, so it’s important to choose the right one for your needs.

Jeep 4x4 systems allow you to drive on any terrain. Go beyond the pavement 
and take on mud, gravel, snow, rock, or sand with the Jeep 4x4 systems. 
These Jeep models have different 4x4 capability, starting with the Quadra-Trac I® 
System. The Quadra-Trac II® System provides better low-range capability and 
off-road performance.

Make sure to check out each Jeep’s vehicle history report, too. This will be 
provided to you when buying a certified pre-owned model, and will give you 
information about previous maintenance, any damage that the vehicle has 
incurred, and the title history.

Step 5: Take a Test Drive
After creating a budget, looking at some of the vehicle reviews, and checking out 
vehicle history reports, it’s time to take the car for a spin. Drive each pre-owned 
Jeep, keeping in mind the way the car handles and the type of driving you’ll be 
doing. By cutting down your list of options, you’ll be able to save time spent at 
the dealership. 

A test drive is a critical step of the used car buying process. It’s the only way to 
get a feel for how the car drives and handles. Be sure to compare the different 
engines in the car you’re driving, keeping in mind whether the 4-cylinder engine 
will be enough, or if you need a V6 or perhaps even a V8 engine. 
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A complete test drive can take about 15-30 minutes, but it always depends on 
how comfortable you feel in the car. You’re going to be driving this car for years 
to come, so it’s important to make sure it meets your needs. 

On every test drive, make sure you: 

•   Test the brakes and how the car handles tight turns
•   Get a feel for the seats and the different angles 
•   Look over the exterior, trunk, and under the hood

When the test drive is completed, ask any questions that popped into your head 
while driving. The sales professionals at your local Jeep dealership will be able to 
answer them for you. When you go home, take some notes and make assertions 
within an hour so things aren’t easily forgotten.

Step 6: Making the Right Choice
Now, it’s time to choose a favorite. You might be considering a few different 
models. If you can’t make up your mind or your gut doesn’t have a strong 
reaction, look over the notes you made. Consider the price, mileage, technology, 
and features inside the cabin. Ask yourself which features are worth splurging a 
bit for, and which ones aren’t necessary. 

Try to just compare two vehicles at a time, instead of all of them. Once 
you’ve narrowed it down to one, it’s time to advance to the next step.
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Step 7: Closing the Deal 
You’ve reached the end of the used car buying process. The next steps 
from here are to discuss with the sales consultant your wishes and which 
car you’ve chosen. Once this has been done, you’ll sit down with the 
financial professionals to go over purchasing terms.

This would be the time to discuss your budget. Talk about the down 
payment you’re willing to make, and mention if there’s a trade-in. Of 
course, it’s possible to pay for a used Jeep in full, but that’s not always 
the case for every driver. Keep in mind that, usually, the larger the down 
payment, the smaller your monthly payments will be. 

Drive Away in a Pre-Owned Jeep
After all the work you’ve put in, it’s time to drive away in your Jeep. 
Reading this eBook can be a great first step in the process of buying 
a used car. You’re now equipped with knowledge and armed with facts. 
Now, it’s time to visit a Jeep dealer in your area today!


