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Choosing Your Next 
Winter Vehicle
When the mercury drops and winter weather becomes a part of your life  

for the next few months, you’re always on high alert for slippery road 

conditions or that next storm. While you might not have much control  

over what Mother Nature has to say on a given day, you have more  

control over what car you can drive to combat these conditions. 

We’ve put together this guide to help you home in on a car that’s ready  

for the roads when wintry weather sets in. Continue reading our  

Choosing Your Next Winter Vehicle eBook, to learn all about available 

vehicle technology so you’re ready for any winter. 
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All-Wheel-Drive vs Four-Wheel-Drive: What’s It All Mean?
One thing to consider when shopping for a vehicle is whether you’ll be choosing a 

car with all-wheel-drive or four-wheel-drive capability. While it might seem like they 

do the same thing, they’re actually quite unique. Which capability is right for your 

winter travels? Let’s take a closer look.

Four-Wheel-Drive

Four-wheel-drive, often known as 4WD, four-by-four, or 4x4, is meant for vehicles 

designed to tackle unpaved roads. This system sends power to all four wheels, with 

each wheel spinning at the same constant rate. The power comes from the engine, 

and is transferred to the transmission, where the transfer case divvies up the power 

between front and rear axles.

In terms of handling tough and low-traction scenarios, 4WD is a must-have. When 

it comes to everyday drivability, however, it can be a bit tougher to turn on tight 

streets, because the wheels want to move at different rates when a turn is being 

made. Many cars in recent years have modified the setup to include part-time 

capability, where the four-wheel-drive is only engaged when you say it should be. 

All-Wheel-Drive

All-wheel-drive is a more recent  

creation, available on SUVs, crossovers, 

and sedans alike. While four-wheel-drive 

tries to keep power equal between all 

four wheels, all-wheel-drive varies the 

power being sent to each wheel. Most 

new AWD cars send power to a primary 

axle, whether it’s the front or rear, and 

send power away from slipping wheels 

when traction loss is detected.
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All-wheel-drive doesn’t require any input from the driver, and goes to work 

on its own. It won’t bring you the same power needed for low-speed off-road 

maneuvers and rock crawling. The sensors on each wheel are able to monitor 

traction, wheel speed, and other data, with the system deciding which wheel  

will receive the power.

Finding the Right Winter Vehicle
Choosing the right vehicle for winter means choosing the right vehicle for  

snowy roads and treacherous conditions. However, while vehicle functionality  

is something you need to consider heavily, it’s also critical to consider the 

interior amenities and features.

These are some of the models which you’ll find are standouts when it comes  

to winter performance.

Jeep Wrangler

With the choice of three available 4x4 

systems, rugged steel skid plates, and 

many other features designed for the 

winter, the Jeep Wrangler is ready  

for any adventure. Every Wrangler 

comes with the Trail Rated® badge. 

Each Jeep with this badge has 

conquered the toughest tests on 

difficult terrain, meaning it’s ready  

for harsh conditions and off-roading.

The Wrangler carries an available Selec-Trac® 4x4 System, with full-time  

mode that can switch from 2WD to 4WD when the conditions call  

for it. Selec-Trac® is able to analyze the current situation and send torque  

to the wheels with the best grip. This system helps to effortlessly tackle  

snow, along with rock, mud, and anything else that gets in your way. 
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The Jeep Wrangler Rubicon, equipped with Rock-Trac® technology, offers  

an 84:1 crawl ratio when paired with the manual transmission. The transfer  

case delivers more torque and control for off-roading and winter weather.  

Front and rear Tru-Lok® electronic locking differentials distribute power  

evenly between wheels for the best possible traction.

Off-roading fun isn’t something that should be limited to warmer weather.  

Make sure the fun doesn’t stop, with the Jeep Wrangler offering available  

features for cold weather, to keep you going when the temperature dips. 

The heated front seats and heated steering wheel offer comfort on those chilly 

mornings. You’ll come to appreciate these features and wonder how you ever 

lived without them. The steering wheel, wrapped in leather, also provides  

controls for phone, voice, and audio. 

With two sets of controls, the driver and front passenger can create their  

own climate with the available Dual-Zone Automatic Temperature Control.  

The Remote Start System gives you a head start before heading out the  

door, because you can set temperature control before even stepping inside.  

You won’t have to worry about ice buildup on mirrors, either, with available  

heated power mirrors melting frost and buildup for a clearer view.
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Jeep Grand Cherokee

The Jeep Grand Cherokee is another standout option if you’re looking for 

a winter vehicle. For starters, if the roads aren’t snow-covered, you’ll be able 

to enjoy incredible power with the Trackhawk® or SRT® trims, which wouldn’t  

seem out of place on the racetrack. The Trackhawk® can go from 0-60 MPH 

in just 3.5 seconds, with a supercharged 6.2-liter V8 engine capable of making  

707 horsepower. The Grand Cherokee SRT® comes with a 6.4-liter V8 which 

produces 475 horsepower. 

When it comes to driving the Grand Cherokee, it handles well both on- and  

off-road, with innovative traction and suspension technology capable of  

providing confidence in almost any weather. You’ll have peace of mind 

when traversing over snow-covered streets and rain-soaked roads.

When you need capability that’s able to match the road conditions, you’ll 

be able to enjoy worry-free travels. The optional Selec-Terrain® Traction 

Management System is able to adjust 4x4 power and how it’s distributed, 

ensuring the front and rear wheels maintain traction.
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The available Quadra-Lift® Suspension System is able to raise the height of the  

Grand Cherokee, for better ground clearance and off-road capability when called  

for. It can also lower the vehicle, for easier entry and exit, improved aerodynamics, 

and premium on-road comfort. 

Just like the Jeep Wrangler, you’ll find the Trail Rated® badge on the Grand  

Cherokee, too. Certain Grand Cherokee models pass strict tests in traction,  

water fording, maneuverability, articulation, and ground clearance, to ensure  

they can take on tough trails no matter what time of year it is. That being said, 

there’s just something special about being able to go off-roading when light  

snow is falling and the picturesque landscape begins to fill in.

Ram 1500

The Ram 1500 was fully redesigned for the 2019 model year, and this strong and 

durable truck can be a joy to drive through the snowiest of winters. It can also be  

the perfect match if you are doing a lot of towing, with a V8 towing capability of  

up to 12,750 lbs., with a max payload of 2,300 lbs.

The Ram 1500 Rebel trim is perfect if you do a lot of off-roading and want to  

have 4x4 capability for the snow-covered roads ahead. It carries steel bumpers,  

tow hooks, and a factory lift to help you discover new roads. The 18-inch aluminum 

off-road wheels and 33-inch tires are a key part of the Ram 1500 and its ability 

to handle those new roads.
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For a special kind of experience, the 2019 Ram 1500 North Edition is specifically 

tuned for winter weather. Available on the 4x4 crew cab model, the North Edition  

is similar to the Big Horn, bringing together Off-Road and level 2 equipment  

groups, with an engine-block heater and Mopar® all-weather floor mats. 

From the outside looking in, the North Edition carries body-color bumpers,  

a grille, and door handles, along with winter-rated tires. These tires are meant  

to grip well in warm weather, while providing traction in cold weather, too.  

Heated front seats, a heated steering wheel, and dual-zone climate control  

make the cabin a welcoming place. You’ll be comfortable even when the 

temperatures drop outside. 

Of course, if you own the Ram 1500, there’s a good chance you have it because 

you’re going to be doing some towing with it. It’s loaded with sensors, cameras, 

and software designed to make towing easier, even in the winter weather.

Towing technology includes: 

•  Blind Spot Monitoring with Rear Cross Path and New Automatic 

    Trailer Detection

•  LaneSense® Lane Departure Warning with Lane Keep Assist

•  Forward Collision Warning with Active Braking

Blind Spot Monitoring technology can scan blind spot zones to ensure safe 

maneuvers, and is able to account for the length of the trailer, too. Lane  

Departure Warning prevents unintentional lane drifting, providing a visual  

alert when it’s time to guide the Ram 1500 back to the lane it was in.

Be Prepared for Winter with a Car You Can Count On
While we’re never ready to say goodbye to summer temperatures, life can be 

made easier in the winter when you have a vehicle you can count on. Now that 

you know about some of the top options, it’s time to choose your next winter 

vehicle. Visit your local dealership to browse the inventory to find a car that’s 

ready for the coldest of temperatures.


