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Sounds That Indicate
Your Car Needs Maintenance
We’ve all experienced it before—a tick, a pang, or a whirring noise emanating from 

somewhere inside a car. Sometimes, these noises are just one-o� s or last for only 

a short period of time. However, sometimes they can turn into a steady distraction 

in need of a professional’s expertise.

While it’s tempting to simply ignore that odd rattle, doing so can often lead to 

greater and more expensive issues down the road. As the old saying goes, “The 

best defense is a good o� ense,” and that’s why we encourage you to always be 

proactive when it comes to your car’s maintenance. 

To help you better pinpoint the root cause of a bang or shudder, along with 

the necessary steps to take the moment they emerge, we’ve created this 

simple-to-use eBook. By the end, you’ll have the knowledge needed to keep 

your vehicle running in great condition.

Ready to get started? Continue reading to learn more about the sounds your car 

may make.may make.
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Do Your Detective Work 
The inside of your typical car contains many individual parts ranging from major 

engine components to tiny nuts and bolts. While you’ll never have to think about 

most of them, over time, they may start to wear down.

With so many interconnected parts in play, it isn’t always obvious what that strange 

noise you’re hearing is trying to say. That’s why it’s helpful to determine not only 

the sound itself, but also from which area of the car it’s emanating.

Just being able to determine these two factors ahead of time can be a big help 

to your service technician and potentially lessen the time your car sits in the shop.

The Sounds of a Struggling Engine: Squeals, Rattles, 
and Ticking
In many ways, your engine is the heart of your vehicle—creating the energy used 

to power your wheels. Inside your engine exists thousands of moving metal parts 

all moving at an incredible rate of speed.

Over time, a few of these parts may begin to weaken and eventually break due 

to age or improper maintenance. These sounds most often occur after traveling 

for a long period, or once the engine has had the opportunity to fully heat up, but 

can occur at any time.
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Squealing

A high-pitch squeal coming from underneath the hood often indicates either a worn 

serpentine or timing belt. These belts connect the power created inside the engine 

to multiple components throughout the vehicle, from the alternator and power 

steering to the air conditioning.

If you notice this noise occurring when fi rst starting up or while traveling at high 

speeds, it’s a strong indication that your drive belt needs to be replaced. Failure 

to fi x this issue can impair your electrical accessories and even cause the engine 

to overheat.

Rattling 

Often the result of either an air/fuel mixture igniting prematurely inside the cylinder 

or a worn camshaft belt, you’ll often notice this sound happens while accelerating. If 

ignored, you run the risk of not only decreased engine performance, but potentially 

causing permanent damage to your engine.

If the rattling sound is coming from underneath the vehicle, it might be a piece of 

your exhaust system coming loose. Your car’s exhaust system is essentially a series 

of pipes which safely fi lter engine fumes. If one of these pipes becomes loose, it 

can end up releasing toxic chemicals into the atmosphere.

Ticking

Low engine oil is often the culprit when it comes to a ticking engine. Without clean 

oil, your engine runs a high risk of overheating. That ticking you hear is often the 

result of internal parts rubbing against each other, causing them to wear down and 

eventually break.

If you notice that the sound remains even after you change the oil and fi lter, it might 

be an issue with your valve train, or your hydraulic lifters could be sticking. Schedule 

a service appointment for assistance.



5MarinoChryslerJeepDodge.net  |  5133 W. Irving Park Road  |  Chicago, IL 60641

Safety Tip #1: Change Your Oil Every 5,000-7,500 Miles
As we previously mentioned, your engine is the heart of your car and motor oil 

serves as its lifeblood. One of the biggest causes of engine issues is failing to 

change the oil in a timely manner.

Motor oil not only lubricates the thousands of tiny metal parts inside your engine, 

but it also helps maintain a safe temperature while removing any dangerous 

particles that inevitably get trapped inside. Old oil causes several issues, including:

• Decreased fuel economy

• Decreased engine performance

• Overheating

• Full engine seizure

The Sounds of Transmission Trouble: Whining, Roaring, 
and Gurgling 
Second to your engine, your transmission is perhaps the most important and 

expensive component inside your car. A transmission’s job is to garner the 

energy created inside the engine and e� ectively apply it to your vehicle’s 

wheels.If you’re like most American drivers, your vehicle likely comes with 

an automatic transmission. This system uses a set of moveable gears which 

automatically adjust the torque which keeps you in fl uid motion. 
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A worn or broken transmission often creates several distinct noises, which 

most often emanate deep beneath your vehicle, including:

Whining

If while traveling down the road, you start to hear a high-pitched whine whenever 

you step on the gas pedal, it might be an issue with your transmission’s torque 

converter. This critical component helps your transmission shift gears by 

pressurizing the transmission fl uid.

If you wait to service this, you’ll start to notice a signifi cant decrease in 

performance, and it could eventually result in your vehicle stalling while on 

the road. 

Roaring

If while attempting to accelerate, your car elicits a loud revving sound—

without the proper increase in speed—it means there’s a potential issue inside

your transmission that’s causing an imbalance in the engine output.

Often the fi rst sign of a major issue, drivers should immediately schedule an 

appointment with a certifi ed technician to fi nd the root cause of the imbalance.

Gurgling

If the fl uid level in your transmission dips below a safe level, you’ll start to notice 

a gurgling noise when your vehicle shifts gears. This noise is the result of excess 

air becoming trapped inside your transmission line.

Low transmission fl uid levels can cause several problems ranging from delayed 

gear engagement, gear slippage, or overheating. In order to make sure you stay 

safe and accident-free, you’ll want to make sure your technician checks and 

replaces your transmission fl uid every 30,000-60,000 miles.
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Safety Tip #2: Know The Signs of Gear Slippage 
Slipping happens when the gears inside the transmission begin to wear down, 

weakening their hold, which causes the transmission to suddenly “slip” into a 

di� erent gear. Some common signs to keep an eye on include an inability to 

reverse, higher RPMs while traveling at low speeds, and sudden 

acceleration/deceleration.

To help you avoid this potentially dangerous issue, we recommend changing 

your transmission fl uid every two to four years, or by using your car’s mileage:

• Every 30,000-60,000 miles for a manual transmission

• Every 60,000-100,000 miles for an automatic transmission

The Sounds of Bad Brakes: Squeaking, Grinding, 
and Vibrating 
When you really think about it, your brakes are the most essential safety device 

found on your car. Knowing this, you’ll want to make regular brake inspections 

a priority.

While several factors, including your personal driving habits and local road 

conditions play a big role in the condition and longevity of your brakes, we 

recommend you ask your local certifi ed technician to check your brakes every 

time you schedule an oil change or tire rotation.

Worn or broken brakes give a few clear indicators you often can hear and 

feel, including:

Squeaking

Healthy brakes generally don’t make any harsh noise under normal conditions. If 

you live in a region which experiences periods of heavy rain, you might notice your 

brakes squeak for the fi rst mile or two. This is typical and should stop once your 

rotors have fully dried.
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If you notice a loud squeak occurs each time you press the brake pedal, it’s a 

sign that your brake pads need to be replaced. Inside your pads, the manufacturer 

places a small metal sliver, which once uncovered, will rub against the rotor and 

cause a high squeal. This is to let you know your pads are worn and should 

be replaced.

Grinding

If you hear metal scraping against metal, it means either your brake pads are 

completely worn, or your rotors are warped. It also might be the result of rust 

build-up inside your wheel wells.

Vibration in the Brake Pedal 

Warped rotors are the main cause of a vibrating pedal. This most often is noticeable 

while traveling at highway speeds, but can also occur when in stop-and-go tra�  c.

If you feel your brake pedal shake followed by a rapid thumping sound, immediately 

head to the nearest service center for a quick inspection.

Safety Tip #3: Check Your Tire Health 
Your brakes and tires go hand-in-hand, in terms of being able to safely slow down 

and maneuver. Worn or damaged tires not only decrease your ability to stop in an 

emergency, but they can also increase the overall burden placed on your brakes, 

engine, and transmission systems.

  

To maintain healthy tires, make sure to check their PSI levels at least once per 

month and inspect for any punctures, cracks, bulges, or any other obvious signs 

of damage.

You’ll also want to check each tire’s tread and replace them once they fall below 

the manufacturer’s recommended depth.
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Hear Something Strange? Schedule a Service Appointment!
Remember, a happy car is a quiet one. So, if you keep noticing your car is making 

unsettling noises like the ones we just mentioned, do yourself a favor and schedule 

a service appointment today.

To get started, call or go online to schedule a time which best fi ts your busy 

schedule. You’re also welcome to stop by during service hours to speak directly 

with one of our friendly and knowledgeable service pros.

.


